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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-841
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Rules Committee
Date of Introduction: November 27, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: November 29, 2018
Type of Action: Council Rules amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Council Rule 2.101 – Appointment of Committees – to require the Council President to appoint every council member to at least 1 standing committee and to permit any council member assigned to more than 2 standing committees to resign from any committee over 2. It amends Rule 2.102 – Standing Committee Duties – to delete the language permitting the Council President to request that standing committees other than Finance participate in the budget review process, and to delete the language regarding assignments by the President to the standing committees to review and report throughout the year on the operations and functioning of departments and agencies falling under the committees’ purview. The bill deletes a provision requiring the Council to receive a flow chart for waivers which would be accompanied by an informal recommendation from the Council Auditor, General Counsel and Council Research Division on the appropriateness of requested waivers of ordinances, rules, procedures or covenants.
The bill amends Rule 2.204 – Committee Reports; Recommendation for Second Reading and Re-reference – to remove the language allowing a bill to be moved for denial in committee (permitting on motions for approval or withdrawal). It amends Rule 3.103 – Introduction of Bills – to provide that council members may add their names as co-sponsors to pending legislation by making a request at any noticed meeting in the Council Chamber. It amends Rule 3.703 – Council Agendas – to delete reference to the Rules Committee “setting the preliminary agenda”. It changes the procedure for a member to record a nay vote on a Consent Agenda item, deleting the provision for a member to verbally state a nay vote as the bill number is read and providing for a bill to be pulled from the Consent Agenda for the purpose of a separate vote. It prohibits a bill being pulled from the Consent Agenda for the sole purpose of adding co-sponsors. It amends Rule 4.301 – Regular Order of Business – to limit resolution presentations to no more than 2 per meeting and providing that individual council members are allowed 2 presentations per year, with remaining presentations being a the discretion of the Council Presdent.
Background Information: This bill results from the recent work of the Rules Committee to review and propose revisions the Council Rules to clarify and streamline procedures, increase the efficiency of council meetings, and to conform the rules to current practice in some instances.
Policy Impact Area: City Council operations
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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